
Page 10

Social Security Forum® Volume 32, No. 6 - June, 2010

Editor’s Note:  In some States, SSA is testing a modifi cation that allows State agency disability examiners 
called ‘‘single decisionmakers’’ (SDM) to make both favorable and unfavorable determinations alone in 
some cases, i.e., without obtaining the signature of a medical or psychological consultant.  See 20 C.F.R. 
§§ 404.906(b)(2) and 416.1406(b)(2).  This Memorandum addresses how ALJs should evaluate RFC as-
sessments made by SDMs.


